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12 November 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

The attached translation has not been passed to any of the USIB
agencies,

Foreign Documents Division plans to include the article in its
weekly publication "International Communist Developments", which is
distributed in about 360 copies within the U.S. Government.

A few copies of the FDD publication are sent to the External
Research Division of the Department of State and, since the Apteker article
has a removable "Official Use Only'" cover, copies may reach wuniver-
sities and non-government sources. In addition, CIA!s IO Division
frequently makes this kind of translation available to some of its over-
seas operations.
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ROBERT AMORY, J )
Deputy Director (Intelligelice)
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3 November 1959
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

l. This memorandum is for information only.

STAT 2. I furnished |, pursuant to my recent memo to you,

with a copy of the attached translation of an article in a Moscow newspaper,
"Party Life,” by Herbert Aptheker, a white American who is now back in New
STAT York. [ Jis quite excited about this article by an American even though

he is a Communist. He believes it extremely aggressive and threatening.

He will give it attention in a forthcoming issue of

STAT

3. You may want to pass out copies of this translation within the
Government . STAT

“STANLEY J. GRQGAN
Assistant to the Director

ce: DDCI
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Report U~ 3,056,A7T3

Herbert Apteker
Batinaye Zhimgt,
-Moeow, 5o 20, 17 Ogt 1955

\} This report is Gisseninatod for thn‘

5 ' infeanrt ion

i~ v ]' of the Intelligence Board egeueiss only. g

A ' further disseminetion Is cecesssry this eover
sheet must e removed aod CIA must not be identi~
2108 ne the source. -

{This report has not been edit,
or prwpersd for publ icetion,

POR CFPICIAL USE OWLY
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The Uomeumist Perky of the United States of Awerics is marking the

~ fortietd saniversary of its existence. Despite sewre perscoution on the

© part of the yesction, the Cammmtet Perty coutimess to live and to wark.
hnm;:uiaﬁmfm‘iﬂmdum«aﬁmmmmﬁml
of intersstions) Lsertalis, vhere the teackings of Marx bave boen repestedly
~ peoncunced &8 “vefuted,” denonsizates the viwscious yower of dlalectic mate~
rialiss aod cances he maguetes of Capitalisn to 17 imto grage.

The firet American Gommnist club wes alresdy ergasised in New York
in 1050, The year 1900 was merhed by the estahlisiment of the Socialist
Party of tw United Gtates. The American trede uwnion movesent formed
1taalf on n-sol:t arganigational basis on & national somle with the ﬁbb-
-1umntwmm. mmicmmohatwthwmsvmm
sovenent of 1ibsrations

At the Deginaing of the twentieth century, strong leftist crganisetions
‘appeered smong the mewrous foreign national groups. In 1905, the werger
of relatively influsstinl snercho-syudieslist trends iodo the crganisation
. Kvown as the Intermetional Workers of The World tock plsce which gave the
. whole verkers movesent & militant and reficsd cherseter. |
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| hthin pericd t@t- pcimlint party cemweuted the politicel, orgeniseii.oual,
aod cultural sitrivings of lefiist elesents. The importance «f theee striv-
w mo:mué portwah:ly with the appewrauve of ciouds oo the luterna-
tional horizon whick turned iots the first World War, The Socislist Parsy
was Sominsted by auti~imperislist mﬁ suliver trends. The leadership of
the Sucinlist Perty, however, like the leaders of the Second Intermtional,
fenounced the.r sutiwer gomvicticne when in 1917 the United Smus entered
the icperialist war. A gousiderable part of the uuamuy of the Socialist
perty supported the Bloody war.

The left ving of the Bocimlist Party, hovever, including s great pert
of its members, costinued to stend on m sclid sotiwer position sven after
the United Gtates bad entered wr. Thesse lefts.st forces were tcmm w
tae cruel persecutions ou the pert of the governoent of President ﬁihao,
were strengtberned ia the course of the letsdership of the great strikes in
the yesars 3.91?-1919 (ﬂj@ two uogt iﬁparmnt were the strikes of the workere
of the cazm:i#g zndutiry and of the steel vorkers hesded by Willieu 2.
Foster)s ihey were m»ir& by the Gresi Uctobar Seciallist Revolution of
the Ruszian workers. | |

In 1918, the lesders of the American workers cless had an apportucity
%o sequaint themsolves with ihe works of Lenio which illuainated their
road io the struggle sgniust iuperialiss and for the victory :f socimlism
io the United States. The furces which represented the left wing begau
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%0 unite Vith the im of cremting & oew, Merxist-Leninist party uf the
vorkers class. Ia Septesber 1919, & communist perty was found in the
United States. | |

The party's first yesrs d‘_txisﬁem vere very difficult. The parsecu-
ticn on the part of the lmmﬁt. put it into & senillagel poeition while
leftist sud secturian ahunﬁl 4id 5ot permit kctttetxuﬁ party work, Bat
.enn then the party waged & Lold struggle for the interests of the exploited
and oppressed. It camw out in support of Sﬂiﬁi Russin. The party atpoud ‘
the ixperialist and ehauvinigt ioterventionsl pél!.ey of tbl‘mw,eaﬂ
luperialists in lation Amsrice and helped to organise {agressive nass
demoustrations against the repeated intervention of the Americnn Marine
Corps 1o Iatin Americen qoustries.

Under conditions of the postvar “boow” of 1922-1928 when the revisionists
avd apologetics uf capitalism mssured everyooe that "America has refuted
Narx” and thmt “Ford dsfented Bim," the Comsunist Purty £iruly held its
Marxist positions. Megimiing i 1925, the party begen to mrta growing
iafluence on the struggle within the trede union ;nd on ﬂ‘n‘ttrm anovement,

Wheu & severe depregsion vet in the United States after the economic
catastrophe of 1929, 1t wes Just the Coumunist Party, despite the fact
thet it bed uo more $haa T,000 members, which vas in the vanguard of the
struggle of the unenployed, in the vanguard of the struggle which led to
the creation of the CI0 svd to the sulistaent of millions of workers from
the bmsic branches of industry (u the trede unioos.

-3 -
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i‘m Bucie roie was played by the Comswuaisy Party ia the negro liberation
mmmét and in the erganisatson o ms support for the defense of the naic
mhimtms ok the 'm‘nl' of Presifient Hoosavalt, _

I the th:.rtwl, th Party expanded its activities and coumiderably
smmbsm its .»nﬂum, turning intc a furcs which mtlmncad the
eotire life of the country. It becave the scul of the antifascist and
antiwer wovement. After the Hitlerite attack on the idrht Uniou, the
Communiet Party simed all ita eftoris :f increasing thw contribution of
the United States to insuring wictory over the enemy. True, at that tine
there were treods in the Party tc belittle the class character of the
State asd also the imparislist charscter of the wer which 1t hed soquired
- due to the participetion of capitelist states in it,

At the eud of the Second Vorld Var, the monopol 16t bourgecisie, feeling
that the threat of competition on the part of Gerwan, Italy, and Jupe: hed
 been elininated, returned to ite former foreign politicsl line, claracterised
by huostillity toward the Soviet Uniow end ?m countries of sseislism which
had nﬁrm- |

At the same time, American imperialiss tried to oppress the 1liberation
moverant in the colonies and sleo to gain control over the colonisl expires
of its "sllies,” which was only cne phese in a campaign £or the ultimste
goal of world dominmnce. It 18 of no suall eredit to the comzunist party
of the United Stetes that it exposed this tremd of American Laperialiss
eves 8% the end of 1949 and helped drsw vorld public attention to it,
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After the Gecond World VMar, reaetionary circles estsblished a regine
of terrar in the country. Resorting to persecution, force, slander, threats,
and prison terms, they tried to suppress sny progressive thought or activity
and to disbacd sll progressive and truly democratic wrganisetions.

The poak of this terrcr was McCerthyism, The mmin eneny of reaction
vas the yauguard revk of the workers class, the Communist Party. The
resction tried to smash the ﬁomuuﬁ and to crush Marxist-leninist
ideology in the United Btates. It spared neither meuns nor afforts for
this purpose, orgenixing one of the greatest propeganfe campeigns in
history agetinst the Communisis. The ruling ¢ircles arow to “loyaity"
checks which encorpassed the sntire country and adopted laws which resulted
in the fact that cwrrertly many millions of Asericans 1in all walks of 1life
- 2w subjected to the wost Qiversified thecks, the wost insulting among
them being timmlmiu.‘

The ruling clssses dealt a direct blow at the Communist Party by
adopting the Taft-Hartley law, which wactically bans Comxunists frow
eny posts in trade union organizstions. An stéack agnioet the party
leadership was launched and Wt of Communist leaders were sent to
prison for many years. Presently, three members of the Eationsl Canmittee
of the Communist Party are in prison and meny other lesders, ioeluding
William. Z. Poster, have been hended court indictuents.

-5 .
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The Paxty, however, wvaged s long struggle sgairat the reaction, the
struggle incwrring great materiml experses. At the saue tiwé it warved
thet the attack agninst the Communiets marked the beginning of a geceral
reactionary canpeign which was to threaten the freedom end well-being of
all Americens, Anll, in mﬁ, terror soou gresped millions of Americans,

- spresding to trede union workers, teschers, physicians, cultural mhéc,
and to all 11&?&1 andl progressive ideas, laws, mid wrganigations.

The resistance put up by the Communist Party frustrated the plans of
the reaction and helped unite brosd masses for the struggle against
MeCaytlyiom,

The persecuticn of the goverment, however, wesadened the perty and
led to a number of {ts members leaving the party. M.mamn&v&nn
. #inost the eutirs Gational Committss of the Commmnist Party was in prison.
As & result of this, tMre wers also serious fimancisl difficulties and
it was necessary to stop the sctivities of important party crgars, Many
pecple who formerly sympathized with the Party and were considered its
friends, turned eway from it. |

The besic party 1ine st thet time vas! even though the threat of
var and Pasciez is wery great, 1t is possible to pravent both in the postwer
fTeriod, based on the growing forces of dmtm-uay, poace, and socislism.
Une oust adnit, Sbwever, that some party circles and also some members
of the Party 4id not have a correct understanding of this line, and &
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trend eppeared meintaining that war and Feaciss are rot only inescapable,
tut may possilbly be slresdy at hand. In the development of this errcnecus
interpretation, some organizational measures were taken which elso had a
megative irfluence m the porty wembership. _

_ These conditions mnd also the so-called “boan™ were s specific tweeding
‘ground for opportuniss. Opportunism vas also based on the unprecodented
explolitetion of poorly-developed countries by American imperialism. The
reactionary forces started o colossal propaganda cempaign aimed at refusivg
Marxism and proving the outdatedness of Communism which was expressed by
the "theory of jimsriean exceptionmlity,® which hed heen revamped to a
~eeriain extents In the heat of the pmmr economie boom this yropegenia
fell on fertile soil. -

The situstion in the Commamist Party bem sxtrenely dirficult; The
erisis of the leftist movement in gemersl and the Commminist Party in
purticular wns espeaislly nggravated in 1956 acd resaclwd its posk in the
period of the cousterrevolutionary uprising in Bungary from Gctober to
Decesber 1956.

_ The right-wiocg as well as the left-wing press, slso including the
WammmattMttmw the editorship of
 Jobm Gates, Vho soon afterward betrayed the Communist Porty, dissenivated
the most nnbtlieuhh lies ebout the &wim Ewrnts and nost emraged
irsulls aimed at the Smm Union.
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At the time, the opportuniste asserted that, Ziret of nll, the claes
struggle in the United Btetes was » thing of tie msb; secord, that inperia)ism
ves sither useful or that 1t bad disappesred in the United States, third,
that theye was no danger of war but that if there was such denger it
mmmﬁ& from the Bowiet Uniong four, that the trade union organizations
wera fully-fledged and effective lsnders of the workers class end that the
latter 414 not need suy other cless political orgenisations, five, that the
Hegro problen bad M} solved and that the Negro organisstions which are
headed by bourgeois elements were fully-fledged effective leaders of the
Negro liberation movement; six, that democratic centralis: vas a parsdox
end ‘aniy lesds to tyranny end bureaucrstiss; sevec, that Leuinism was
inapplicable tc Ameriean conditions and that dislecticsl meterislism vas
nothing more than s method of procedure vhich cowld be applied according
- to existing necesmity} eight, that therefore, there was no need far a
Communist Party, that it hed discredited iteelf and, fu fact, bad became
en cbetacle for the progressive development of tue United States aod that
it should, itherefors, be liguidated. ﬁmr the guise of the atruggle
for rational “indepandence” revisionims in fact se$ cut on chauvinistic
. positions with very strong santi-Soviet tendencies.

' The reuk-end<file wembers of the party, particwlarly those among
the miara, 414 not dopt the rosd of treason. A considersble part of
the lesders alsc ressived con Marxist-leninist positions, V¥e sust

-8
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mtiemrzy meution Conrade William Z. Foster who, wore than suybody else,
helped raise high the baoner of Marxism-Leninism 1o the ﬁmm Etates aond
mmmm*wwmcmmatmw.

Thanks %o the vital fores of Marxism-leniniss and alsc thanks Lo the
firm positions of the renk-aud-file mesbers of the Pty and the group of
stable leaders, the Party succeeded in living through this most serious
crisis. In the begiming of 1957, the 16th Congress of the Comssunist
Party of the United States took place, Although the congress made certain
conceasions to revisionism, particulerly with regard to the question of
Ssuocratic contralisms and the asseasment of the significance of proletarian
interrationslisn, yet its most important contribution goneisted in meving
the Party and ilosuring mtﬁm existencs of & Murxist-leninigt party
in the United States.

After the 16th Congress, the Party bega: nureing ite wounds and
restoring ite strengthe The Mational Committee Plouus which took plece
in Pelbruary 1958 wes symptometic in this respect. It ingured the further
mx;ing of the Paxty on the basis af‘ﬁbe principles of Marxisn-leninism.

This permitted the overcoming of the paralysis which in the course of
& mhet af months had been inhibiting the sctivities of the Party.

wnmtmx activitien revived, the lows in the cumber of party
- nezbers vas mede uwp, ard & certain mumber of new mewbers, particularly

-smong the youth, wat scguired. The Purty tackled educatiomsl work snd

-Oi.;wi
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the dissemination of Marxist litersture. The most lmportant thing was

that the Pariy resumed participation in mass work. This refers to the
inter-trade union struggle, to a demonstration of jobless people that

. %ook plece recently, to certain aspecta of the struggle of the Hegrues,
particularly to tm movement for integrated children's educstion in schools.

The Party 2lays a considerable rols in the struggle against wmilitary
preparations anﬂ the foreign policy of "eold war.” It extends sssistance
to various uess avti-militaristic ormimticms and has begun éeﬁiopi:a.

& struggle for peace directly mmong the masges. In recent times, it has
organized street meetings and Qemorstrations in aome very lavge cities,

The party achieved definite successes in the struggle against
revisioniam. In mn organizational respect; although revisionism ham. mewy
been rooted out, mh remaink to be done to eliminate this paiam from the
sphere of ideclogy. '

The intersal political development in the United States and -mter-
uational events showed the benkrupcy of revisionism and the "theory of
sxceptionality.” This hes been of tremendous significance in :mmhening
our party. | |
| At the time when ‘the revisionists glorified the “progressive”
character of American imperialism, the latter's agenta h'ought down the
‘people's govermment in Guatemels, its merines landed in Lebenon, its navy

blockaded chim, and 1ts dollere and airplaces supported mercenery regimes,
| ‘beginning with SYW Rhwe in South Kores and ending with Batiste in Cuba.
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in that time, when the revisionists asserted that "Commnism sxperiences
& crimis” the socinlist world was marching from one g;mndime victory to |
another. 1The Soviat Usios schieved tremendous successes in developing
production, science, techuology, eaumtim;, bealth preservation, in housing
construction, successss vich woased oven the bourgecis press. The 2186
Congreas of the CPSY opaned up wide vistas for the uildiog of Communien,
The achievenmsnts of the Chinese People's Republic and the other countries
of tlu socialist camp ave tremendous. The Cormmmist movement in the capital~
ist hos alsc strengthened and expanded its positions.

On the other band, in the United States capitalism experienced timee
economic slunps within the 15 postwsr years and each sukseguent crisis
vas wore profound aod lssted longer than the previous ome. The last erisis
of 1957-1958 proved the most profound and prolonged. This led to sn
increase in the cunber of unemployed. Toduy, even the govermment scknowledges
the exiastence in the country of & million fully unemployed pecple. Accard-
ing to official statistics, bout 20 million pecple in the United States
live in most a&mim'm Although the revisionists began a hue and
mmmmz»mwmmzymmmmtow "ulddls class"
and that there are "uo more" destitute pncm:u in the cmtz'y, xet adout
one third of the faxmilies 1n the ’&aztﬂd Etates huwve an asnuml incone
which is cousiderably below the miulm subsistonce level determined by -
the goverment,
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| Contrary to tae assertions of the revisionista thet the fegro question
has allegedly been solved in the United Pigtes, the situstion in this field
bos become in effeet 30 acute that 1t calls £o 2ind the situatlon which
existg& iu the decade which preceded the Civil War, '

The revisionists asserted thet 2 “"cosh consciousuese” ims replaced
"class consciounness.” As usual, the oppomite is trwe. In recent years,
along with the increase in prices and raising ar taxes and also along with
the fatensification of labor, the militant mood of the workers has strengthened.
The nusber of striles bas increased and a tendsucy bus emerged for them to
 become uore wolwm; Particular persistonce hms been displayed by textile
in Horth Garolins, bus drivers iu Hew York, sutomoblle industry workers
in the state of Michigan, and steel workers in the entire emtr:.

To put it m-miy, life has refuted all furdmmental assextions of
the American revisioniste. Regardless of £l} their efforts, the reaction
and the reviaionists €id not succeed In discrediting tm Commnist Party
in the eyes of the masses. The party serves the messes vhers it is afforded
an inmuingly cordial n;ccm. it Jesds a many-sided struggle imd ‘shows
the vay to the solving of problens confronting the vorkers® class, the
Hegroes, and &1l American people. | ’

.l -
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